MUSIC SINCE 1945
See text page 349 for 10-point overview.
Check out the various paintings:  pp. 350, 351, 353, 355.
CHANCE MUSIC (p. 352)
Also, aleatory music.  Music composed by the random selection of pitches, tone colors and rhythms.  Developed in the 1950s by John Cage and others.  (talk about 4’33”)

“In C” by Terry Riley

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OjR4QYsa9nE 

“In C” is also minimalistic.

MINIMALIST MUSIC (p. 353)

Music characterized by steady pulse, clear tonality, and insistent repetition of short melodic patterns.  Dynamics, texture and harmony tend to be constant for long periods of time, creating a hypnotic effect.  Developed in the 1960s.

Floe from “Glassworks” by Philip Glass
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5YdMAC0vXIA 

Prepared Piano (p. 360)
Check out photo of prepared piano on page 361.


LISTEN:  CD 4 #47 Cage’s “Sonatas and Interludes for Prepared Piano” (1946-48)


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kc3-C7Lnzh0 


What do you think Cage was trying to do??

Edgard Varese (p. 362)

· French-born composer (1883-1965); spent much of his life in the U.S.

· His music features an emphasis on timbre and rhythm

· Varese was the inventor of the term “organized sound.” … Includes “music concrete” sounds from the environment.  He thought that certain timbres and rhythms could be grouped together, sublimating into a new  definition for music
· Is sometimes referred to as the “father of electronic music”

LISTEN:  CD 4 #49 Poeme electronique  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CY5gQYfJe68 



(View pp. 362-363)

Astor Piazzolla (p. 363)

· Argentine tango composer (1921-1992)

· Tango—Argentinian dance in quadruple meter for couples in close embrace—Arnold Swarzenneger in “True Lies”  LOL

· His work revolutionized the traditional tango into a new style called nuevo tango, incorporating elements from jazz and classical music.
LISTEN:  CD 5 #7 Fugata   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XT1AaUfhh0c 



(View pp. 364-365)

Ellen Taaffe Zwilich, p. 367
· Born 1939, Miami, FL
· First female composer to win the Pulitzer Prize for music (1983).
· Early works marked by atonal exploration
· By late ‘80s she matured into a neo-romantic style
· She has been called “One of America’s most frequently played and genuinely popular living composers.”
LISTEN:  CD 4 #51  First Movement from “Concerto Grosso” (1985)




(View p. 368)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=luA1V_c6WpQ “Lament”

John Adams, p. 369

· Born 1947
· Pulitzer-prize winning American composer
· Strong roots in minimalism
· His well-known operas include “Nixon in China” (1987) and “Doctor Atomic” (2005).  In 2008, he told BBC Radio 3 that he had been blacklisted by the U.S. Homeland Security Department and Immigration Services ….
LISTEN:  CD4 # 53  Short Ride in a Fast Machine  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LDhRQDwTDJE 



(View p. 370)

Leonard Bernstein, p. 388

· Born 1918; died 1990.  American conductor, composer, author, music lecturer, pianist.

· Among the first conductors born and educated in the U.S. to receive worldwide acclaim.

· Best known for his long conducting relationship with the NY Philharmonic, including Young People’s Concerts.

· Also known for musical theater works:  West Side Story, Candide, On the Town, two others.

· First classical conductor to make numerous television appearances

· NY Times said:  “one of the most prodigally talented and successful musicians in American history.”

West Side Story “Cool”
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xkdP02HKQGc 

West Side Story “America”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1QS7wWzwak4 

Conducting overture to “Candide”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=422-yb8TXj8 

Bernstein lecturing at Harvard

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=14VhzlcSuT0 

