
MIDDLE EAST / NORTH AFRICA


Sample:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=50gdEcCwNaU 

ELEMENTS OF MIDDLE EASTERN MUSIC
Elaborate melodies and melismas.  Middle Eastern melodies are often ornate and filled with intricate figurations.  Common are elaborate melismas, where there are many notes to a single syllable.

Improvisation based on basic tones or melodies.  In the Middle East, improvisations are based on either elaborations around a series of core pitches, or, as in Iran, around explicit melodies.

Heterophony.  Because Middle Eastern music focuses on melody, the melodic instruments usually create a texture of heterophony—simultaneous performance of the same basic melody, but in versions that differ in ornamentation or rhythm.

Rhythms based on beat patterns.  Rhythms are often elaborations of a specific beat pattern, or basic rhythm inside the meter.

Use of quarter-tones.  Modes in the Middle East have a wide variety of scales, some of which feature intervals that lie between the half-steps on a Western piano keyboard.

INSTRUMENTS OF THE REGION

Many of the most important musical instruments in the world appear to have origins in the Middle East.  Very few European instruments are not descended, at least indirectly, from Middle Eastern sources.  

‘Ud.  The most important art music instrument of the Islamic region.  It is a fretless, pear-shaped lute with five or six sets of strings (count tuning pegs!), and an angled peg box.  It is played with a plectrum, or pick, often that of an eagle feather.  It is found throughout the Arab world and also in Turkey, Iran, Greece, and East Africa.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S9tGPTYqfCs 

Tanbur.  Another lute, but with a long neck and frets.  It has a tear-shaped body and three or four strings, the lowest of which may be a drone string.  It has a much brighter timbre than the ‘ud.  Players extend notes by repeatedly strumming them—known as a tremolo in the West.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pynuHZ1Jxh4 

Tar.  This is the respected plucked lute of Iran … a distinctive variation of the long-necked lute with an hour-glass-shaped body covered in sheepskin.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rGXUXa2AyJA 

Kamanche.  A short-necked fiddle, usually with a fingerboard and often pear-shaped body.  It is known as the rabab in North Africa.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BjkoDHE3i5M 

Santur.  A trapezoidal hammered dulcimer.  The strings are stretched over bridges in multiple courses (sets) and struck with small wooden mallets.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJZH71IZdOw 

Qanun.  A plucked zither shaped like a rectangle with one corner cut off.  It is plucked with ring-plectra attached to the fingers of both hands.  A series of levers and different bridges allow for quick changes of tunings.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A8JfSQbVf5k 

Nay.  An end-blown notch flute found in Iran, Turkey and Arabic countries.  It is played from the side of the mouth and held at an oblique angle.  It is the only aerophone found in classical ensembles.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FOTu4AW0TOs 
Zurna.  A loud double-reed instrument with a flared bell.  It is the ancestor of the modern oboe.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HXBkHyMruJ8 

Arghul.  Egyptian.  A single-reed aerophone with two cylindrical pipes tied together and blown at the same time.  In essence, it is a clarinet.  One pipe is the drone.  The melody is played on the other.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OP_wS3JTpV0 

Daff.  A shallow frame drum played with the hands and fingers.  It is often associated with religious contexts, such as accompanying an Islamic chant and Sufi rituals.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zY8Hl8yF43I 

Darabukkah.  A common drum in Arabic countries, goblet-shaped, played with the hands and fingers.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bp9pDcgzqbs 

ARABIC MUSIC THEORY

In the West, we have major and minor scales.  In the Middle East there is instead the maqam, which is a modal structure.  (The word means, “place,” “location” or “rank.”)  It is a technique of improvisation that defines the pitches, patterns, and development of a piece of music.  There are over 70 scales of maqamat, each named.  Not all maqams use microtones.
Maqam nahawand (not microtonal):


G  Ab  B C  D  Eb  F  G – G  F  Eb  D  C  Bb  Ab  G  (some notes change in desc.)
Maqam huzam (microtonal):


Eb  F  G  Ab  B  D  D  Eb  -  Eb  D  C  Bb  A  G  F  Eb  (slash = ¼-tone lower)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=giUZm2yYv9g 

ARABIC MUSIC PERFORMANCE

The classic expression of the traditional urban Arabic performance is the suite, a series of songs and instrumental pieces unified by their reference to a single maqam.  The suites can bring connoisseurs who patronize this art into a passionate, emotional state.  
The takht is the classical Arabic ensemble that performs suites; it usually has about five musicians.  Instrumentation might include: a qanun (zither), ‘ud (lute), nay (flute), riqq (tambourine), violin, a solo singer, and perhaps a chorus, or the instrumentalists may act as a chorus.  The texture is primarily heterophonic.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C2q6yDMyGdQ 
POPULAR MUSIC IN THE ARAB WORLD

During the 20th century, the popularity of singers as soloists grew, replacing the popularity of the longer suites.  The takht grew into a large ensemble of 20 or more musicians (firqa in Egypt), combining both Arabic and European instruments, including a large section of the violin family.
Egyptian singer Umm Kulthum (1904-1975) achieved superstar status through concerts, recordings, radio and film.  Instead of performing long and complex suites, she extracted a single form from the suite, but even these could last 25 minutes because she lovingly repeated each line of poetry several times (each with its own subtle melodic variation).
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDAt7LfDP7o 
MUSIC IN IRAN

Similar to the basis for melodic composition and improvisation in Arabic countries being the maqam, in Iran, classical improvisation is based on the dastgah, each of which has a characteristic heptatonic scale, called the maye, which may include steps of ¾ of a tone and 1-1/4 tone.  Unlike the maqam, however, the dastgah is defined more as a collection or system of many short, related melodies called gusheh.  
Some genres of Iranian music includes:

Pishdaramad.  An introductory piece for ensemble in duple or triple meter with a heterophonic texture.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lI49GNoaw5U 

Tasnif.  A composed song in a fixed meter accompanied by a soloist or ensemble.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dt1nCpSMZnA 

Reng.  Ensemble music in a dance rhythm.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SZQaTh9ukbk 
Mahur.  A popular dastgah, marked by a characteristic optimistic mood that is unusual for much of Iranian classical improvisation.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5qhiL6YS-rE 

JEWISH MUSIC

The Bible, of course, records many references to music, including folk songs and praise songs.  Especially important was the sacred music of the Temple.  The Bible also mentions a variety of instruments.  Of these, the most important is the shofar.  
Shofar.  A ram’s horn trumpet.  Shofar playing 101:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=inu9CIFy-GM 
Hazzanut.  A tradition of modal improvisation through sung prayers.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Ccx5FOL07g 

Klezmer.  Musicians who play a type of vigorous dance music for weddings and other events in Jewish communities.  

The Klezmatics are an American klezmer band.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZUMqeE-SnD0 

Klezmer Conservatory Band:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9i3BU8yTN9I 

