RELATIVE KEYS

Remember this “relative” relationship:
C Major





a minor 

Both C Major and a minor are “relative” keys; that is, they share the same key signature—no sharps or flats.  They are a minor third apart (3 half-steps).  The interval of a minor 3rd is the means for finding the relative key of any major or minor key.
Problem:  You are given a major key and need to find the relative minor key.
Solution:  First, determine the major key signature.  Then, go DOWN a minor 3rd to find the key that shares the same key signature.  This is the relative minor key.   
Examples of shared key signatures (relative keys):  Ab Major down to f minor, E Major down to c# minor, Db Major down to bb minor, C# Major down to a# minor, etc.

Problem:  You are given a minor key and need to find the relative major key.

Solution:  First, go UP a minor 3rd to find the major key that shares the same key signature.  This is the relative major key.
Examples of shared key signatures (relative keys):  g minor up to Bb Major, d# minor up to F# Major, eb minor up to Gb Major, b minor up to D Major, etc.

PARALLEL KEYS

Parallel major and minor keys have the same tonic, or beginning note.  For example, G Major and g minor are “parallel” keys.  C# Major and c# minor are parallel keys.  (G Major and e minor are “relative” keys.)  Parallel keys do not share the same key signature.  For example, G Major has one sharp.  The key of g minor has two flats.
